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firce from
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Dismissing reports that fish
exprorted from Andhbra Pra-
desh to Assam,. Meghalay:a
and Napnland ssere aolul-
peeratedd withh Formmalinng as
Take news and were made
wriithh muala fhde intentions,
Kaikalur MLA Kamineni
srimivas  on Wednesday
saicd the Governimment of As-
sarm (CGeoAd, which imposed
a ban for 10 days following
complaints of the presence
of thie toxic chemical in the
fhish (categorised as ‘Indian
major carp®)., could nor
prowve the charges.

Assarm lifted the restric-
tions after officials of the
Srate Fisheries departiment
had produced ovidenoe
thar the fish were free from
ST Fasarwmafnal o lvesrwnicals.
“Ihae= ot Fue=r MNorthhsastern
States, which received con-
signments  fromx Andhra

- pradezh, too realised that
' their fears were ill-found-
ed. Addressing the media
along with additional -
rector of isheries K. Sitara-
ma Raju and food controll-
er Purnachandra Rao, Mr.
=  Srinivas, who was honor-
ary president of the AP
Fish Farmers' Associatdon
for a long time, said there
was absolutely no need for
ihe farmers to apply formm-
lin as they knew the vech-
nigues of growing and non-
artificial methods of pre-
servation better than
anyone «lse in the busi-
ness. If ar all adulteration
happened, it should have
been at the retailer end or
somewhere down the line
tor sellers on the streets, Mr.
Srinivas sald.

Mr. Srinivas said the test-
ing was done with the help
of kits developed by the
Central Institute of Fisher-
ies Technology as the Food
Safety Standards Authoricy
of India did not have a pro-
tocol to check whether fish
were treated with
chemicals. :
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