Aquaculture benefits should
reach fishers, farmers: Naidu

Vice-President inaugurates Indian Fisheries and Aquaculture Forum
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Vice-President M. Venkaiah
Naidu has called for meas-
ures to ensure that the eco-
nomic benefits from capture
fisheries and aquaculture
reach fishers and farmers.

Inaugurating the Indian
Fisheries and Aquaculture
Forum here on Tuesday, Mr.
Naidu pointed out that
“much of the economic be-
nefits from capture fisheries
and aquaculture were not
going to the farmers”.

The event was organised
by the Asian Fisheries Soci-
ety (Indian Branch).

Attention should be fo-
cused on areas that would
improve the economic con-
dition of farmers. Efforts to
“reduce the role of middle-
‘men, provide crep insur-
" ance, enhance access to

credit, develop cold chains

and good upcountry market

linkages, provide infrastruc-

ture for post-harvest storage,

handling and value addition”
were needed, he said.

Declining resources

The fisheries sector must fo-
cus on “judicious use of the
declining fishery resources”,
reduce losses and provide
value-addition to products.
Steps for. ensuring the FAO
Code of Conduct for Re-
sponsible Fisheries should
be taken. A “more regulated

and well-managed fishing

environment through global
marine capture fisheries
policy and governance” was
needed, he said.

Mr. Naidu urged the re-
searchers to follow the slo-
gan, ‘From labs to fields’,
and make the fruits of tech-
nological advancements and
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Minister for Fisheries J. Mercykutty Amma greets Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu at the

inaugural session of the Indian Fisheries and Aquaculture Forum that got under way in the city
on Tuesday. Minister for Local Self-Governments K.T. Jaleel is also seen. =THULASI KAKKAT

researches available to
farmers.
Scientific = conferences
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What was a chief guest,
who loves fish, to make of
a gift of a fishing net
presented to him by the
organisers of a fisheries
conference?

“I like fish but the or-
ganisers didn’t give me
fish. Instead they presen-
ted me a fishing net. It’s
an ideal present with a
message,” said Vice-Pres-
ident M. Venkaiah Naidu,
leaving a hall of delegates

¢ _in splits.

i The occasion was the
inauguration of the In-
dian  Fisheries and
Aquaculture Forum, or-

should make conscious ef-
fort to convey the scientific
knowledge and advance-

The net effect

ganised by the Asian Fish-
eries Society (Indian
branch) here on Tuesday,
and the organisers had
presented the Vice-Pres-
ident a miniature of a
Chinese fishing net.

Mr. Naidu was at his
jovial best and often devi-
ated from his scripted
speech and cracked
jokes, which were well-re-
ceived by the crowd.

Earlier, before pro-
ceeding to the dais, the
Vice-President walked
through the aisle of the
hall with folded hands
and greeted delegates,
even engaging in small
talk with them.

ments to common people,
fish farmers and primary
producers, he said.

Recalling his association
with the fisheries sector, Mr.
Naidu said a great part of his
“public life had been en-
twined with activities related
to the welfare of the coastal
people” in his home State,
Andhra Pradesh.

Most Asian countries were
focussing on increasing the
fish production through ad-
vanced technological inter-
ventions, as the production -
from marine capture fisher-
ies do not hold much prom-
ise in terms of quantity, he
said.



