
16
Responsible Fisheries Management and Extension in Coastal
Fisheries
Dr. S. Balasubramaniam
Head, Extension, Information & Statistics Division
Central Institute of Fisheries Technology
Matsyapuri P.O., Cochin 682 029

In developing Countries, the major aim of extension education is to change the
traditional way of adopting the low yield technologies and production enterprises through
extension interventions. These extension interventions in public or private domain change
the behavior of clients in terms of their attitude, knowledge and skills. The change in
behavior of stakeholders thus results in improved production, better living and
improvement in the national economy.Extension education in fisheries aims to disseminate
the various improved practices or technologies and assist them to adopt the innovations.

The annual marine fish production in India is estimated around 3.3million tonnes
and the country has exported about 9.28 lakh tonnes of marine products earning about
USD3.51billion ( Rs.18,856crores) during 2012-13.It is estimated that in India about 25%
of 8.5million fisherfolk are activelyengaged in fishing and these people are living in 3288
villages in the various coastal states and union territories. One of the primary roles of
extension in marine fisheries is to increase the fish catch by transferring the proven
technical know-how to the actual users. India has a vast potential for fisheries
development. For example, in the marine sector it possesses, along a coast line of nine
marine states, over 20 lakhs sq.km of Exclusive EconomicZone (EEZ),of which 4.15 lakh
sq.km is the continental shelf rich in demersal and midwater fish resources. About two-
third of marine fish production is contributed by 1.8 lakh motorized and non-motorized
fishing crafts and the remaining one-third comes from about 59,000mechanised boats.

Responsible fisheries codes requiring extension interventions

By the late 1980s, it became clear that fisheries resources could no longer sustain
rapid and often uncontrolled exploitation and development, and that new approaches to
fisheries management embracing conservation and environmental considerations were
urgently needed. The code of conduct for responsible fisheries which was unanimously
adopted on 31st October 1995,by the FAO conference provides a necessary framework for
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