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CAUGHT IN A CATCH-22 SITUATION

& With trawli

ban in place, fish from Tamil Nadu

and Andhra Pradesh will flood the market

¢ Meera Suresh

rawling ban has come
into place. For the
coastal district of Er-
nakulam, which relies
heavily on a fsh-based
diet, the next 52 days
will see the prices of fisk, of
different varieties, ncreasing
b it boaust, 2030 pr cend
But, the bean period is a
boon for fksherfodk in Tamil
Badn and Asdiira Pradesh s
Larpe quam tithes of fisk will ke
see 8o the Kerala markets to
maed the desand,
“Veanticipate the shortage
and winck fish for at beast the
firsd 10 days. This time too we
have dome thee same. The ban
i Tl Moy will get over by
June 15, after which stock will
oomé in from the Chenml, Na-
papattinsm and Theothakndy
harbours. The majority bow-
ever, is from Chennal as the
harbour aloge has gver 2000
bemts, ™ said Cochim Long Line
Hoal and Gillnet Buying
Agents Assoclation peneral
secrtary M Majeed.

Qudlityof fish
The marine prodocts bought
toKochl froe Tam il Kadaand

Assdhra Pradesh are taken di-
rectly Lo tke markets. “We
hawe ne part in this. The har-
beoers in Kinchi only deall withs
the catch we procure.” adds

For the same resson, they
casnol assure shout the gual-
ityal the mported fish, “From
our experience, the fish from
‘Tamil Nadu ape relatively safe.
But_ there are complaints that
the omes brought in from
Andhra are contaminated,”
saiys Majeed

Though the Fisheries De-
parimeni claims to be cos-
ducting regular inspections
anid checks daring the rawl

¢ While the Fisheries and Food Safety Department claims to be conducting

regular inspections, there are apprehensions over the quality of fish

Ing pericd, soarces say adal-
terated fish are sbandant in
the mazed.

According to the depart.
man, periodic checking will
be comxacied from the night of
e brawiingg ban o prevent e
sale and wse of contamisabed
fish. *We work in collabora-
thon with the Food Safety De
partzent. Today we did an in-
speciion af Kalamukln and
thi samples were seel o the
laberatory e inspection. R,
we have ne rights io take s
tion against erring vendors, It
is the responsibility of the
Food Safety 1o do

that. However, there is an in-

siruction from the District
(Dol st by o g Lo v
tions im this regard,” said
Joice Abrahas, sistant di-
mector, Fisheries Department.

The Food Safety Depart:
ment has given the assurance
that checks are being dose.
“We are collcting samples
and sending thean for detafed
inspection. As of mow, we can:
not sy the sk from Andhra
are contaminaled We have o
walt for the lab report. B,
every harbour and market
in the city is under our
scanner,” siys Jacob Thomas,
asgistant comeis ooer, Food
Saliety Departmenit.

(Fibe) Fesh bt af ot For
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A rarbour afer irawiing
tar » Epnes
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'We carried out an
inspection at
Kalamuldky and the
samples were sent to
the laboratory
- Jakn Abraham,
et ety Feheres Dept

CIFT kit

Though the rapi ek b, el

eral gt of Fisheties chrokogy
|2, wzs mmoked 2.2 e el
hiterstion m fish, P techaology, accon-
g o uherboll, il s, e bine
e whvaren i o]
contamimalion br 2 besh cakch " savs M
e The kil corsisks o imple papes shrips.
reagen ok and 2 tandand chatfor
conpartonof esults Actonling bca CFT
spokessperson the fechoiogy s hended
v |3 o Uumbai-bamed Hilabe whch was
entnzstzd wath Hhe s of muss peoduction
i madketimg of e ki



