On

that falls on
March 8, a look
at the lives of
women in

FISHING FORA

The fact

o evamma’s day begins ey A 350 am

1o be precise. Waking up o that hour,

thir 4 year old cooks for ket family of

five which inchedes her hushand and

three school gaing children, and at-

tends 1o other housebold chores. Iy

5,000 sho and ber hushand s their honse

te begin fizshing inone of the many snall

chaals of the sprawling Vembansd stuary

With pols and soeop nets, aperily wng her

fiewrt and hands, Revamma is adept at caiching

scnmpl, poard spot, crabs and other fsbes. Her

Busbardd uses a cist et All the Ash canght is

given o an agent for eale in the market who

gets & commisskon of 10% from the sales pro-

cevds The rest makes up for the moager in-
oo Ehiis oo b makis.

In the pognalar psychse, women ane seldom
associated with fishing. That they do not go
fishing in the open seas is wo reason for thelr
g nalieation. Aboud 50 per centof all fih
workers are womnen. they are mainly seem as
fsh sedlors. They may o workers in poelng
sheds and processing Isctories. They are tra:
ditional processors of Tieh - alting amd diry-
ing Mshe

The contribation of women should nes be
bk af from the poedntof view of simplistic
division of labour The Eect that they engags
in Niskisg asd comtribate s the housslhold m-
erithosul socuriey and plich in with thelr is-
oo, s rarely valued.

I bt all the states women fish for live
lihoad or subsistenae. In Bongal wemen in

small dug oat canoes eek ot a living Mehing
im the Surdartans. They collect Qry from the
maouths of estuarkes with thelr hare hands
which feeds the aquaculture sector In the
north smslern stales, women use lange sooop
nieds that are very typical o this reghon. for
fishing.

Mligrant worsen fron Andhra Prosdesh can
b s Mighing perched precari ously on cora-
eled, often with sleeping children in
their lags, in the backwainrs of Kerala. Even
wheen we say women don't venture into the
s or are nod allowesd o venhore Gnlo the s=a,
there are exoeplions. The Nsherwosmen near
thir Gl of Mansar i Tamil Madu go diving
into the sea for collecting seaweeds. Groups
of women dive in their saris with rodimen-
tary gogihes and 1ittle else in (b form of pro-
tection. Th nvisibility of all thesoe wones,
in what is ssentially an coonomic activity
that supporis thelir families, & thus
surprising

For women {0 other Asheries sctivities ke
mariceting, lack of resources for upscaling
businemies is an issue amd they continse to
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remain small scale in operathon. Over the
years their operational spetes bave either
shrunk or have bemn occupied by othors,
sty meen,

Lack of salely and physical abuse in mar-
Kets have alse been reponied. In seafood
processing secior, women form almaost all of
the labour foree and work through exmcting
oondiions ard wages are nol generally cone
e Ersiarabe with gkill

Thir invisibilsy spart. doss being engaged
i fiskwrries relatod nctivities amd bosinesses
give these Asherwomen contral over their in-
entnes? Contrary W geperalization, the strong
kol wamsee from Mumbal make mapeity of
the decisions reganling their businesses, bt
Msherwomen have very litde acoeis Lo pro-
it v rosounnoes and Uhisir eoniral over them
& mom-xistond. Thedr st ivithes are invis ble,
and 0 are thielr incomes, which nre almost
always anly a part of the family poal of
LRt ine N

Rrvamma doos not heve the fresdom to de-
ciide whether to sell the fish she caught or
keep & few ol them for dinner back home.
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