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High coliform levels
detected on four
stretches of Periyar
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Periyar in Ernakulam from
April 2025 to june 2025.

The total coliform
count, indicating faecal
contamination, recorded
at the sewage discharge
point in Aluva was 70,000
MPN (most probable num-
ber) per 100 ml, according
to the test results compiled
by the Kerala State Pollu-
tion Control Board. The
maximum permissible li-
mit of total coliform in
bathing water, as pre-
scribed by the Central Pol-
ludon Control Board
(CPCB), is less than 2,500
MPN per 100 ml.

The analysis of water
samples was done as part
of the CPCB’s National Wa-
ter Quality Monitoring Pro-
gramme. Samples are col-
lected from fixed locations
on the Aluva, Eloor, Kala-
massery and Pathalam
stretches of the Periyar and
every month as part of the
monitoring programime.

The total coliform count
along the Eloor swetch va-
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maximum permissible limits

along the four monitoring stations along the Periyar in Ermakulam

from April 2025 to June 2025,

ried between 3.200
MPN/1IO0O ml to 7,000
MPN/100 ml between April
and June. At the sewage
discharge point in Aluva,
the total coliform count

-was 21,000 MPN/100 ml in

April. At Pathalam, the cor-
responding figure was
5,400 MPN/100 ml in May.
On the Kalamassery
stretch, the total coliform
count levels were 5,800
MPN/IODO ml and 2,800
MPN/A00O ml in April and
May respectively.

The CPCB's National
Water Quality Monitoring
Programme conducted
between January and De-
cember 2024 had revealed

that the water quality pa-
rameters at 13 monitoring
stations along the Periyar
in Idukki, Thrissur and Er-
nakulam  districts had
failed to comply with
NOrms.

The analysis had re-
vealed that all 13 locations
failed to meet the primary
water quality criteria for
outdoor bathing, as not-
fied under the Environ-
ment {Protection) Rules,
198G. The parameters of
non-compliance included
dissolved oxygen, pH, bio-
chemical oxygen demand,
faecal coliform, and faecal
streptococci, according to
the CPCB.




