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To protect small fishers, new rules bar
foreign vessels from India’s EEZ waters

The Centre has notified new
rules for deep-sea fishing in
the country’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone (EEZ) banning
foreign vessels from operat-
ing in Indian waters w help
empower fishermen and their
ratives. ‘The -
ment snnounced that it will
frame a National Plan of Ac-
tion to deter illegal fishing
practicesin Indian EEZ.
Seen to unlock the poten-
tial of India's vast marine re-
sources, the new rules for
deep-sea fishing in EEZ,
which were part of Budget
2025-26 mmmml:;mfo-n
cus on empowering
fishers and expandi
enues for marine fisheries
sector. The new framework
prioritises  Fishermen Co-
operative Societies and Fish
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Access Pass is required for
mechanised and large motor-

Currently, around 2.38 lakh fishing vessels across 13 coastal States
and Union Territories are registered on the ReALCRaft portal

ised wsscls,or;ns can be ob-
tained free of cost through
the online ReALCRaft portal.
But the traditional and small-
scale fishers operating mo-
torised or non-motorised
fishing craft are exempted
from obtaining an Access
Pass.

“Forcign fishing vessels
cannot get the Access Pass to
operate in India’s EEZ, under
any arrangement,” the Min-
tstry of Fisheries said in a
statement on Saturday,

Currently, around 238
lakh fishing vessels across 13
coastal States and Union Ter-
ritories are registered on the
portal. Of these, 1.72 lakh
small vessels are exempt, but

64,187 mechanised fishing
vessels need 1o obtain an Ac-
cess Pass.

ENSURE COMPLIANCE
The ReALCRaft portal is un-
der integration with
the Marine ucts Export
Development Authority and
the Export Inspection Coun-
il for 1ssuing Fish Catch and
Health Certificates, which
are mandatory for exporting
tokeymarkets such as the Us.
This integrated digital system
will ensure end-to-end trace-
ability, sanitary compliance
and eco-labelling, enhancing
the global competitiveness of
Indian marine products.

The government also said

thatakey innovation is the in-
troduction of the “mother-
and-child” wvessel concept,
wh'u:h allows mid-sea tran-
t under the Reserve
Bank of India regulations,
particularly beneficial for the
Andaman, Nicobar and Lak-
shadweep islands, which ac-
count for 49 per cent of In-
dia's EEZ area.

The government has
banned harmful fishing prac-
tices such as LED light fish-
ing, pair trawling and bull
trawling to protect the mar-
ine ecosystem. Further, it
said that 2 minimum size for
fish species will be prescribed
s00mn, and Fisheries Manage-
ment Plans will be developed
in consultation with stake-
holders, including State

FOVETTIMENLS,

Highlighting that India’s
export carnings from fish and
fishery products doubled to
T60,523 crore in 2023-24
from ¥30,213 crore in 2013-
14, NIT1 Aayog ina report last
month said that a rmmﬁs}u

roach ond sea fishi
ﬁ an imncmncwp-m of mns
T9.000 crore owver next 15
will help sectors suchas
mdﬁsh:rghim.




