‘GST trap’ hinders
renovation of Fort
Kochi’s Chinese nets

KRISHNA KUMAR K E @ Kochi

THE Chinese fishing nets —
historic, cantilevered struc-
tures that define the coast-
line of Fort Kochi — are
languishing in disrepair,
their much-needed restora-
tion stalled for years despite
a ¥2.40-crore grant. The ur-
gency for restoration was
underscored when
a worn out platform
of one of the nets
gave way, with 11

Q

sulting in the collapse of the
platform.

Kiteo, though, maintains
that GST is “mandatory” for
benefit of government funds,
while promising that it will
award a tender for urgent re-
pairs in “four weeks",

“The delay in the repair of
the Chinese nets happened
due to bureaucratic require-
ment for the owners
to secure a GST ae-
count. Why do the
poor fishermen
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warids the insistence of the
latter in having a GST (Goods
& Services Tax) account for
receipt of the grant, and cite
it as the reason for not carry-
ing out the repair.

In fact, the mishap involv-
ing the foreign tourists hap-
pened after a plywood plank,
set up temporarily instead
of hard wood, gave in, re-

loss, the valuable
teakwood and ironwood logs
sourced vears ago have start-
ed decaying.

Following the continued
insistence, the owners final-
ly formed a collective ‘Fish
Net Association’ and se-
cured a GST account. But,
the owners lament that they
have still not received the
funds for repair.  eMoeonPs
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