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Fishers oppose big
vessels near coast

Tines News NeTwonrs

Thiruvananthapuram:
The joint committee of se-
ven fishermen associa-
tions has raised concerns
about Union govt's plan to
allow large fishing boats to
conduct fishing in offshore
and coastal waters using
strong lights. They want
the Union govt to halt
the move and take further
steps  after discussing
with fishermen’s organisa-
tions.

The committee said
that the vessels capable af
catching a large quantity
of fish would impact the 1i-
velihood of local fisher-
men. “The entry of large
boats that can attract coas-
tal fish, especially in a
crowded fishing scene, will
harm the livelihood of fis-
hermen who usually use
only boats that are up to

Fishermen associations
said vessels capable of
catching a large
quantity of fish would
impact the livelihood of
local fishermen

24m inlength,” the commit-
teesaid inastatement.

“The large-scale fishing
vessels are going to be allo-
wed under the guise of coo-
perative  organisations.
These vessels, using lights
ranging from 1 lakh to 3
lakhwatts, attractfisheven
from coastal waters and
capture them in large qu-
antities in a short time. Ac-
cording to govt estimates,
there are 314,767 vessels
operating inour seas.In ad-
dition to the excess of ves-
sels, there is a significant
decline infish production,™
the statement said.



