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With T8OL revenue, ‘Matsyaranyakam’ boosts tribal lives
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FRESHWATER [ish from the
Idukki dam have brought in
neore than T80 lakh in revenoe
wilkiin just five years, thanks to
‘Matsyaranyakam® — a tribal
fizh farming initiative lunched
by the forest department in
008,

Officials deseribe it o a mod-
el livelihood scheme that has
transformed the Hves of trikal
redbdents of Eolumban Coloay
mear ukkl dam, while offer-
ing the publbe acoess bo ndiual-
ternied dam fish.

According o the forest de-
pariment officlals, the project
penerates a minkmum of €15
inkh annually through sabes,
with €7 lakh betweren
April 25 and last month

“The initiative ensures that
imcome goes directly inlo the
bank sccounts of the tribal

familbes, orneding thelr depend-
ertn-on mbddlensen,” anolflcial
noded. The venture is run by
the Kolumban Unnathi Fisher-

Trisal ruity of sdumban rolasy 1l Bih ceeght fiom |iu Itk PR

w s

med Sub Growp, a 12-member
tedasn that operates a fish stall
near the Ve forest office
im Cheruthomd. Popular specles

Iike katla, rohuw, tilapls and
goldfish are sold fresh every
morning at T250 to €300 a kilo
gram. Orders are acceptod
throwgh a dedicated WhatsApp
group, with priecicy given

b advanoe bookings.

i, Ehechangpe
has been pro-
found. =We
used o get
ofly & miagne
amoint when
we sold the fish
o traders earli-
e Mow, with reon-
ey coming directly
imto oar bank accounts,
e e abbe i ssve and Tive with
dlgnitye” he exid

His wile Thankamma, the
anly woman who joins the men
in fishing, echoes the senti-
ment, crediting the praject for

changing their lives. The forest
department has also ensured
safety, providing life jackets
and other support o
b,

Ome person bas been em-
poyed exclusively (o
manage arders and
sabes, while a por-

tion of the reve-
nue is st aside
for the welfare
of the grotip
Launched
with the doal
nbm of livelihood
securily and fair
returns for & mar-
ginalised community,

Matsyaranyakam has
emerged a8 & sustainable
resiadlin]

“It shows how natural re-
sources can be conserved and
usad responsibly for social up-
lifment,” & forest official xabd.



