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Scientists develop
designer clownfish

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Scientists at the National
Bureau of Fish Genetic Re-
sources (NBFGR) claimed
to have developed design-
er clownfish through cross-
" breeding of two clownfish
species - Amphiprion per-
cula (male) and Amphi-
prion ocellaris (female).
The research findings
were published in an arti-

cle by scientists Ajith Ku- -

mar T.T. and P.R. Divya at
the Centre for Peninsular
Aquatic Genetic Resourc-
es, which is part of NBFGR,
Kochi, in the journal Cur-
rent Science. .

The NBGR has the
hatchery production tech-
nology for more than a do-
zen of clownfish species
using low saline water. The
designer clownfish was
produced at the hatchery
at the Coastal and Marine
Biodiversity Centre, Airoli,
Mumbai, according to a re-

Designer clownfish develup-;d- }
by NBFGR scientists,

lease. The Bureau had tied-
up with the Tribal Deve-
lopment department of Ta-
mil Nadu government for
‘the livelihood promotion
of the tribal community at
Pichavaram and Pulicat re-
gions.

The designer clowns
available at the facility in
Annamalai University will
be propagated and sup-

plied to the beneficiaries of .

these two regions for furth-
er rearing on cluster mode
approach (community
aquaculture), which will
provide a promising return
to them, it said.
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