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Houseboats to

SO0VI VIDTADHARAN BTFwam

KERALNS backwnaters, chok-
img de bo indiseriminete dis-
charge ol wastewaber, ane et to
et m hreather thanks toan inl-
thative 1 20 Up oRBSETd Washe-
waler treabment kechpology o
houssboats.

At prosaet, most of the biuse-
boats operating in Alapparha
and nearby districts lack a
proper wasiewater treatment
s¥sbom of boaard. This has led
i dkschange off krpe asmeant of
umntreaied wastewater directly
imto the backwaters, severely
degrading waler quality and al-
fecting the soosyEtem.

To find a sofution, the Kernla
Houseboas Owners Federation
recently approached Thiru-
vananthapuram-based CSIR-
Matinaal Institate For Interdis-
ciplinary Sclence and
Technalogy (CRIR-MIIST),
which had developed a modu.
lar wastowabiT treatmsnt tech:
malogy narmed MOWA. This will
mow be pe-prrposed for waste
waber treatment in houseboats.

SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

®hloid of the ®This has led to Snstaling
houseboats discharge of WAt
Cpea bingg in waslewaler giegtly  treatment tech
into the badiowaters,  will promote
nearty disficts lack  degrading water wrwipnmentally
8 proper wasimeater  quality and afecting  responiible
Lraatrmen SyStem the ecodyshem o tion of
houssboats

Based on preliminary discus-
sions and site vishs, CSIR-N1-
IST will sign & memorandum
ol understanding with the fed
erathon on Wednesday to devel
opand demonstrabe an anboard
WSl ineatment technold-
o houssboats.

The initiative aims to pro-
mobe more susininable asd en-

virnmentally msponsibie op-
eration of househoats in
Kerala's backwaters. The
profect will be executed in closs
assorcintion with Sochitws Mis-
shon ansd the Kerala Stace Pollu-
thor Control Beard.

“Through the project, CSIR-
KIIST nimes i provide & selon-
imeally sound and practbeal

solution to the wastewnter chal-
lenges Toced by the houscboat
sector. Duir goal is bo ensure
tourism and sustainability go
hard im hard, making the back-
Waler @cosyalem clednér,
healthier and futuré ready,™
sabd C Anandharnmalorishinan,
the Insiiiuce's directorn
Krishnakumar B, the chisf
sclentist and head of CSIR-NI-
15T emwl ronmental technalo-
gy division, sakd the system
will integrate anaerchic amd
ol e mie
4 b ensure elfbcient ireatment
with minkmal sludge genera-
tiom, while producing effluent
that meets prescribed dis-
tandards.

chiarpe s

Major highlights of the
project include addressing
Apaer constrains, ensuring in-
stallation without compromis
ing the structural stability of
e howseboat and maincaining
affordability and operational
simplicity of the treatment
system.

A sowage treatment plant
(ST that was established in

embrace new wastewater treatment tech

Alappurha under a jolnt nitla-
i o’ the houseboat operators
and tourism department has
beom non-functional for years.

Al present, only tollet waste
(black water) is treated in the
blo-toilets fitted om board
hotssiboats.

Haowever, overflow from the
bicegoklet and the balk grevwa-
ter - which comstituies nearly
B0% ol the total wastewaler
from a houseboat - is dis-
charged into the bake withowt
any treaknsent.

“We alreacdy have proper ar-
rangements in place for the
transportatbon and [restment
of seplage. Desbdes, a new STP
s coming up st Kainakary pan-
chaynt, With the introduction
of CSIR-NIIST s onboard facil-
ity o treat wastewater from
kitchen amd hathroom, howse-
Izt s mbrny o Dcome oomphetely
non-palluting entities,” sakd
Venugopal G, president, Eeraln
Houseboar Owrsers” Foderathn
He sabdd the svsterm will be inbe
grated in close to 550 houge-
boais in the sinte.



