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Minister: Waste from MSC Elsa 3
accumulated along Kerala coast

Times News NeTwork

T*puram: Fisheries minister Saji Che-
rian said in the assembly that a large
amount of waste accumulated along
the coastal region from the MSC Elsa 3
shipwreck. The minister said 1,400 ton-
nes of plastic waste were found, howe-
ver, it has not affected marine life. In-
spections were conducted from the co-
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asts, including Ernakulam, Alappuzha
and Kollam, he said.

“A significant amount of waste has
accumulated from the MSC Elsa 3ship-
wreck. There are 1,400 tonnes of plastic
waste which have accumulated along
the various coastal regions in different
districts. However, there are no issues
with the quality of fish or water becay-
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The minister said the plastic waste washed
ashore has not affected marine life

se of this. Tests were conducted on the
shores, including Ernakulam, Alap-
puzha and Kollam,” he told the assem-
bly Some containers leaked chemicals
into the sea, affecting the water's pH le-
vels, Samples of water and fish were
collected from the coasts of Ernaku-
lam, Kollam and Alappuzha and were
tested by CMFRI and found to be pro-
blem-free, Cherian said.

Hesaid fisheggs werealso collected
and examined. The extent of pollution
was assessed through drone surveil-
lanee. Clean-up operations were con-
ducted along the shore. An expert com-
mittee was appointed to study the sun-
ken containers. Hazardous materials
were present in 143 containers. Com-
pensation of Rs 10.55 crore was provi-
ded to fishermen along the coasts of
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Erna-
kulam and Alappuzha, he added.

The ministerstated that everything
possible was done, and a fine was impo-
sed for environmental pollution. The
court ordered a security deposit of Rs
16,705.65 crore, Though the shipping
company informed the court to limit 1i-
ability to Rs 132 crore, the govt has not
vetobjected. On May 25, 640 containers,
including those with calcium carbide,
sank off the coast of Kerala,



