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India secures steady seafood export to US.

Timies Newes NETwork

Kochi: The scientifically done
stock assessment study on ma-
rine mammals helped India
clear the way for uninterrup-
ted seafood export to the US
market, according to Central
Marine Fisheries Research In-
stitute’s(CMFRIofTicials.

MARINE MAMMAL
STUDY

Thiev said that a key factor
behind the approval was the
scientific evidence and analy-
sis provided by CMFRI thro-
ugh a nationwide marine
mammal survey and stock as-
sessment, covering India’s en-
tire exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). The natlonal marine
fisheries service of the US re-
cognized India’s mitigation
measures, effective policies to
prevent intentional harm to
marine mammals and enforoe

US govt had mandated a1rseal-e:purting nations to scientifically
demanstrate that their fishing practices do not cause unsustainable
harm to marine mammals

vessel licensing and monito-
ring systems as comparable to
the US standards.

The US govt had mandated
all seafood-exporting nations
to scientifically demonstrate
that their fishing practices do
not cause unsustainable harm
to marine mammals. Follo-
wing this, India’s seafood tra-

de with the US faced uncerta-
inty due to a lack of reliable,
large-scale data on marine
mammal abundance and by-
catch in Indian waters. In re-
sponse, CMFRI took the scien-
tific lead, initiating a compre-
hensive stock assessment pro-
gramme that emploved
vessel-based coastal and off-

shore surveys using the inter-
nationally accepted line-trans-
ect mothodology, covering the
entire EEZ of India.

“CMFRI'sresearch formed
the scientific foundation for
India’s submission of Compa-
rability Finding Analysis and
played a crucial role in secu-
ring clearance that helped the |
country safeguard a multi-bil-
lion-dollar trade and prevent a
potential trade ban on Indian
seafood exports to the US," sa-
id Ratheesh Kumar Raveend-
ran, prineipal investigator of
the ‘Marine Mammal Stock
Assessment in India’ project.

CMFRI's study, in collabo-
ration with marine products
export development authority
and fishery survey of India,
produced first reliable abun-
dance and bycatch estimates
of marine mammals. It also
confirmed the stocks of mari-
ne mammals in Indian waters
are healthy:



